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Blank sample of Child Impact Statement (January 2025)

Purpose and use of the Child Impact Statement

This document is a statement of the known or anticipated impacts on a dependent child
relating to a charge, period of remand, custodial sentence or other criminal court
disposition applied to the child’s parent. This document is to be provided by the parent to
the judge and to the prosecution service assigned to this criminal matter, for due
consideration of the impact on the child of decisions made in criminal proceedings against
the parent.

Definitions

In this document,

e “child” means a person under 18 years of age, and may be taken to mean children in
the plural where applicable;

e “parent” means either a parent or a legal guardian of a dependent child;

e “dependent child” means any child for whom the parent has legal custody (full or
part-time), or a child for whom the parent can demonstrate an existing pattern of
financial support, including but not limited to court-ordered financial support.

Who should complete the form

This document it is to be completed by a parent facing remand in custody, custodial
sentence, or other disposition of criminal court. The document should be reviewed by
counsel prior to submission but should not be referred to any third party, professional or
otherwise, for completion. This document is a statement by a parent, made to the best of
their ability and knowledge. It is not a third-party, professional, arm’s length and/or expert
assessment of child impact. It is appropriate for the parent’s lawyer to provide guidance in
completing the document.

Importance of accuracy and truthfulness

This information will provide the court with facts about your child’s life, your role as a
parent, and the impact on your child of you being remanded or jailed. This document may
be difficult to complete as some answers may be unknown. Please only provide
information that you know is true. Do not guess or speculate. The court may seek to verify
some details through supporting accounts from schools, doctor’s offices, etc.

Providing factual information about yourself, your child, and prospective caregivers, and
avoiding false or pejorative statements, is the key to securing the best outcome for the
child.



Part A: Basic information

Parent (or legal guardian) completing this form

Full legal name:

Current address:

Date of birth: Occupation:
Email: Telephone:
lam the __mother

__father

__legal guardian of

Dependent children

Child 1
Full legal name:

Date of birth: Gender:
Living with you? __Yes __No
Other parent name:

Ethnicity:

Other parent address:

Other parent email:

Child 2
Full legal name:

Telephone:

Date of birth: Gender:

Living with you? _ Yes No

Other parent name: __ Same as above Name:

Other parent address:

Ethnicity:

Other parent email:

Child 3
Full legal name:

Telephone:

Date of birth: Gender:

Living with you? __Yes No

Other parent name: __ Same as above Name:

Other parent address:

Ethnicity:

Other parent email:

Telephone:

[For additional children, please include on a separate sheet.]



Part B: Current circumstances of the child

1.

Do you have legal custody of the child(ren)? __Yes No

If other than full custody, please explain for each child.
Type answer here
Do your children live withyou? __ With another parent? ___ Alternating ___
A “primary caregiver” is a parent who has a child in their care for at least 60% of the

time. Are you presently the primary caregiver for your child? __Yes __No
If yes, since what year?

In your own household, what percentage of overall income do you provide? %

Where does your child attend school? Please note school, location, and current grade.
Type answer here

Does your child have diagnosed developmental, medical, learning or other needs which

require special arrangements at school or outside school? __Yes _ No If yes,

please provide details.

Type answer here

Has your child ever been takenintocare? __Yes _ No If yes, please provide
details (which child, why this was, and dates)

Type answer here

If you are currently remanded, with whom is your child currently living, and where?
Please add details if necessary.

Type answer here

Please describe your normal weekly relationship with your child. What are the main
ways you interact? What does your child rely on you for?

Type answer here



10. If ajudge were considering releasing you with conditions, what parts of your life with
your child should the court seek to preserve and protect, in the interests of your child’s
development and wellbeing?

Type answer here

Part C: Impact on child of recent events and criminal proceeding

11.Was your child a direct or indirect victim of the offence you committed? _ Yes _ No
If yes, please explain.

Type answer here

12.Was your child present at the time the offence was committed? __Yes __No
13.Was your child present at the time of your arrest? _Yes __No
14.1s your child aware of your criminal case? _ Yes __ No

15. Please explain how the child has been impacted by the current criminal case, from the
arrest until now. This may include how they are doing, issues about money, living
arrangements, family relationships, etc.

Type answer here
16. Please explain how the child has reacted to these events.

Type answer here

17.Does your child remember you being convicted of a previous offence? _ Yes No
If yes, please explain.

Type answer here
18. Does your child remember you previously being remanded and/or serving a prison
sentence for an earlier offence? __Yes _ No. If yes, please explain, including

length of time in jail and date of release.

Type answer here



19. Have you discussed with your child the fact that you will soon be sentenced by the
court? __Yes __No

Type answer here

Part D: Impact of your enforced absence due to sentence/remand

20. Please describe the kind of parent you are, your connection to your child and how you
contribute to your child’s wellbeing, education, safety, and development.

Type answer here

21.Please describe the child’s other parent, their connection to your child and how they
contribute to your child’s wellbeing, education, safety, and development.

Type answer here

22.If necessary, could the other parent become their primary caregiver? _ Yes No

Explain as needed. If more than one other parent, please answer for each parent.
Type answer here
23.If you answered no to the previous question, what other options do you have as a
caregiver for your child? For each person mentioned, please describe their relationship
to your family, including how long your child has known that person.

Type answer here

24. Are there any legal reasons why the other parent cannot become the primary caregiver
ofthechild? _ _Yes _ No If yes, please explain.

Type answer here

25. Are there are historical issues of neglect or abuse affecting your child, whether by you,
another parent, or a third party? __Yes __ No If yes, please explain.

Type answer here

26. Do you have concerns for the safety of your child shouldyougotojail? _ Yes _ No

If yes, please explain. May include e.g. exposure to drug or alcohol abuse, mental
health issues, neglect, or cruelty, whether or not there is a court order.



Type answer here

27.1s there a need for any kind of special protection for your child? Yes No
If so, what is the nature of the threat?

Type answer here

28. Do you already have arrangements for care of your child ifyou gotojail? __ Yes _ No
If yes, please explain.

Type answer here

29.Please describe the overall impact you expect for your child if you are sent to jail, with
respect to the child’s:

a. Living arrangements
Type answer here
b. Special medical or developmental care (if applicable)
Type answer here
c. Schooling
Type answer here
d. Community and cultural connection
Type answer here
e. Friendships
Type answer here
f. Family relationships
Type answer here
g. Other activities (e.g. sport, religion, music) or other aspect sof your child’s
life you believe the court should be aware of when deciding on remand or a

custodial sentence

Type answer here
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Part E: Affirmation

I make this statement affirming that it is an accurate and faithful account of the
circumstances of my child with respect to my current criminal proceeding, to the best of

my knowledge.

Name Signature Date

Witness Signature Date
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